CIVIL   ADMINISTRATION
This situation was due partly to the lack of Iraqis who, by
training, education and character, could stand comparison
with the ability and efficiency of the British and Indian officials,
and partly to the view, in accordance with the local official
policy that direct British control must be maintained, that 'the
interests of the country will be served by having a large pro-
portion of British personnel in all branches of the Administra-
tion'1. Indeed, it was from Indian rather than Arab sources
that both administrative methods and officials were drawn.
In 1917, 29 of the 59 officers serving in the Civil Administra-
tion of Baghdad Wilayet, came from services in India, either
directly or on loan from the military authorities. The propor-
tion, roughly, held good in Basra Wilayet as well.2 In 1920,
although only 79 of the 507 British Officers drawing over Rs.
600 per month were on the active lists of the Indian Govern-
ment services, a much greater proportion of these as well as of
the 515 British Officers drawing less than Rs. 600 had Indian
training and experience. No less than 1280 of the Indian and
British officials in the latter category came from the Civil
Service of India.3 A total of 2216 Indians was employed, who
with the 1022 British officials, composed 50*5 per cent of the
total administrative personnel, excluding the railroad staff
and the non-administrative ranks of the Police and the Levies.4
Of the railway personnel, numbering 24,928 of all grades on
April ist, 1920, 80 per cent were Indians, 3 per cent were
Europeans and 17 per cent were inhabitants of the country,
including Arabs, Kurds, and Jews.5
1 Admin. Report, Baghdad, 1917, p. 3.  The figures above, together with the
Acting Civil Commissioner's persistent refusal to set up an Arab Government in
Mosul, as ordered by H.M. Government, May 9th, 1919, make it difficult to
understand his later statement (Wilson, op. cit., p. 313), 'from the outset I
did my best to induce H.M Government to allow rne to introduce a very large
Arab element into the Civil Administration*.
2 Admin. Report, Baghdad, 1917, p. 2.
3 Telegram No. 9268, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad to S/S for India, July
3 ist, 1920.
4 Table III. Also, Telegram No. 9804, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad to S/S
for India, August I4th, 1920.
5 Review C. Admin., 1914-1920, p. 118.
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